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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 20599 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, WB, GW, UR, UK, US, FR 
SUBJECT: HESS: SCHEEL VISIT TO MOSCOW 

REFS: (A) STATE 272412; (B) MOSCOW 18049 

1. RESPONDING TO A QUESTION RAISED MUCH EARLIER BY THE 
US REP (PARA 2, REFTEL A), THE FRG REP (HENZE) CONFIRMED 
AT THE DECEMBER 18 BONN GROUP MEETING THAT PRESIDENT 
SCHEEL HAD IN FACT RAISED THE HESS ISSUE DURING HIS 
MOSCOW VISIT. PODGORNY REPLIED THAT HE WOULD PRESENT 
THE ISSUE TO THE POLITBURO FOR CONSIDERATION. TO DATE, 
THE FRG HAS HEARD NOTHING MORE FROM THE SOVIETS ON THE 
ISSUE. 

2. US REP INFORMED THE BONN GROUP OF THE SUBSTANCE OF 
THE DECEMBER 17 PRAVDA ARTICLE (REFTEL B), WHICH MAY, OF 
COURSE, CONSTITUTE THE RESPONSE THE FRG HAS BEEN 
AWAITING. 
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